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'' SCIEN""CE -W-IT::S:: PRACTICE_'' 
VOL. VI.I IOWA AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE. AMES, IOWA MAY, i878. LNO. III. 
LITERARY. 
ATHENASIA. 
BY PIWF. W. H. WYNN. 
I know not whv in times of deepest thought, 
Aud solita1\ strolling in the night, 
From starry distance, in a tongue untaught, 
Discourse u111Jiddeu with forehodings fraught, 
My inmost feeling shonl<l affright. 
The grnve-yard yonder and the city here, 
'fhe ruffled river crinkli11g in the moon, 
'rhe silent heaven's over-hanging sphere, 
The wirnls and clouds in attitude to hear, 
Some word of bitterness or boon. 
I know not what the utterance may be, 
0, speak it out, ye lonely murmuring rills!--
An ominom; whit,per in the heaving sea, 
A 11(] crazy lights that dance upon the lea, 
And moon-lit mists upon the hills.--
vVhat say they r Do they hold in their embrace 
:Some secret in the cycle of the years, 
A hidden svmbol on tlie dial's face, 
A courser flying in the heated race, 
But falling as the goal he clears? 
Brave charger! how thy blood was heating high, 
Thy eager hoof the willing wind out-sped, 
In rush of victory well-content to die 
Beneath thy master's fond, approving eye, 
A loving lustre for the dead. 
vVinds, mountains, rivers, and the solemn night, 
All things that wear the omen of the air, 
I challenge all, with blessing or with blight, 
To trace aloof in characters of light, 
The mystic messages they bear. 
Ten tl1011saml now are treading in the gloom, 
That hangs around the regio11 of the dead, 
vVhere sheds the cypress its funereal bloom, 
Ami ivy twines in writhings round the tomb, 
To chase the images of tlread. 
I fear not, for a1low11 the lowly vale, 
J see One w:ilking, lustrous as the sun, 
-While Easter-flowers are springing in his trail 
Ami Ea;;ter-chimes are floating on the gale 
And athenasia is begun. 
Like flowers that lie within a fretted vase, 
And die dispensing richest fragrance there, 
Till pe1-fume cloll(IS have covered all the space, 
And tint and sweetness every sense embrace, 
Arni every faf'ulty repafr, 
So, lying yonder in the scented shade, 
And by the river crinkling in the moon, 
Nor torn h, nor Tophet, rnaketh me afraid; 
And all the bitterness that men have said 
Shall bud and blossom in a boon. 
May G, 1878. 
LOUD MACAULAY. 
read carefully, the writings of any author, without imbibing 
more or less of his language, and engrafting it into his own 
vocabulary. He gives a broader general idea than can be ob-
tained from any other author, of the mauners and customs of 
our ancient progenitors. He grapples the subject with a vigor 
which is characteristic of Lord Macaulay alone. 
'fhe historian, in laying down the premises upon which he, 
proposes to work:says: "It will be my endeavor to relate the-
history of the people, as well as the history of the government, 
to trace tile progress· of the useful and ornamental arts, to 
describe the rise of religions sects, and the changes of literary 
taste; to portray the manner of successive generations, and not 
to pass by with neglect, even the revolutions which have taken 
place in dress, furniture, repasts, and public amusements." 
And well has he performed his task. Ile spent a lifetime in 
collecting facts for his great work, and when he began to write, 
his mind was so well stored with the events that had transpired 
in England since the beginning of her _civilization, that he 
related them with a clearness before unparalleled. 
His wonderful power of language emtbled him to write 
with a vividness of deseription that carutot fail to claim the 
attention of every lover of history. It is more interesting than 
any romance, as everyone, who has given it a careful reading, 
will testify. A man is not entitled to the name of historian, 
who simply makes a record of dry facts, hut Lord Macaulay has 
pictured the scenes of English history with such a masterly 
hand, as to justly entitle him to the name of the "Prince of 
Historians." On every page of his works is found the essence 
of -what a history should contain, and every volume is a store-
house, filled with the philosophy of history. 
No shtdent ean afford to let four years of college life pass 
and remain ignorant of the writings of Lord Macaulay. 'fhe 
benefit to be derived from such reading cannot be estimated. 
The high position history has ever held in the literary world, 
together with the notoriety of this famous historian, will be suf-
ficient tofrecommend his writings to the better judgment of the 
students of onr College. 
TRAIN THE TONGUE. 
Solomon the wise says: "A wholesome tongue is a tree of 
life, but perverseness therein is a breach of the spirit." 
The tongue is indeed an important member in the human 
economy. It is a power. Hence, it may be either a good or a 
bad thing. It may be a blessing or a curse, as it can bless or 
curse. 
The tongue, when true to its cunning, is a marvel of adapt-
ability. It commends or condemns. It pleads, demands, exhorts, 
curses, consults, eulogizes, tells the truth, or lies, as innocently 
as the coiled cobra, with concealed fangs, filled with falsehood. 
Those of the stmlents who have not already read Macaulay's It is a weapon, offensive and defensive. It is an instrument of 
histories of England, should not fail to do so before complet- torture when, with cutting sarcasm and bitter invective, it 
ing their college conrse. The sooner you become familiar with hurls its missiles at tlv, object of its indignation. 
the writings of the great English historian, the better it will be A wholesome, well-trained tongue in man, is a well-spring 
for you. There is proba.hly no book in the library that will be of pleasure, an abounding source of power. It enables him to 
of more practical benefit to yon than these histories of the persuade, control and command his fellow men. It enables 
English people. It will aid you in the literary society. It will him to woo and win woman. In woman, this little member is 
aid you in your language, for Lord Macaulay is acknowl- more of a marvel than in man. If in man it is wonderful, in 
edged by all to he superior in his selection of words and the woman it is more if not most wonderful. If in man it is an 
beauty and elegance of his sentences. No person can read, and important member, in woman it is a most important one. Ifin 
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man it runs readily at his command, in woman it runs most 
easily without her command. If in man it is an instrument of 
torture, in woman it is a whole family of tortures. If in man 
it runs upon a well-oiled hinge, in woman it has no hinge, hut 
swings by the middle, being loose at both ends. 
Again, how sweot, how musical, how soothing, how fascinat-
ing, is the voice pf woman, when it ripples over the harmony of 
song, or flows in the melody of pleasing conversation! How it 
thrills the being of the strongest man! · How it subdues his 
roughness and holds him enchanted in its charming cadences! 
·woman, in thy weakness is thy strength: as queen thou dost 
now rule; king thou canst niwer be. In reference to the use 
and abuse of the tongue, space does not permit me to write. 
As to governing and guicling it, the only rule I can give, and to 
which there are almost enough exceptions to a_brogate it, is, 
man should use the spur, and woman the bridle; man should 
train it to strength of expression, woman to purity and sweet-
ness, that it may be to her as a fountain of pun> water which 
rei'resheth the soul, and to him a "tree of life." G-. A. G. 
THE COLLEGE LIBitARY. 
A Deseription o:f tlte New Systelll o:f Arranging tlte Books. 
BY ,T, C, ARTHUR. 
It has been patent to any one, who has visited the College 
Library during the last month, that some kind of a rearrange-
ment of the books was in progress. The work of placing the 
volumes in their relative positions on the shelves, is now 
nearly completed. A short description of the classification upon 
which the arrangement is based, will doubtless be of service to 
those using the library, and may interest some others. 
It is known a.s the decimal system, and was brought into 
use by Mr. Melvil Dewey of Boston. It should be said at 
the beginning, that the scheme does not aim at a minutely 
accurate classification of knowledge, but while it gives all possi-
ble weight to a philosophical grouping of subjects, it repeatedly 
sacrifices the theoretical io obtain greater nsefulnes~ in the 
practical application. 
A first division is made into nine elasses. These classes 
are (lJ Philosophy, (2) 'rheology, (8) Sociology, (4) Philology, (5) 
Natural Science, (H) Useful Arts, (7) Fine Arts, (8) Liternture, 
(!l) History, aml are numbered with the nine digits. The 
classes are: each separated into nine divisions as, fo1•· 1exainple, 
Useful +\..r.ts into Medicine, ·Engineering, Agriculture, ·Domes-
tic Ecm1mµy, Co1nmunication, Chemical Technology, Manufac-
tures, Mechanic Trades, and Building. 'rhese divisions are 
numbered from 1 to !las were the classea. Again, each divis-
ion is divided into. nine sections which are also dis-
ting:uished by the nine digits. These digits are written close 
togethei:;·rnaking the number on the back of each book consist 
of three figures, the hundreds digit indicating the elass, the 
tens digit the division, and the units the section. 'rhus any 
book marked 641 belongs to the sixth class (Useful Arts), the 
fourth di vision (Domestic Economy), and the first section 
(Cookery). A work treating of no particular section has a 
cipher in the units place, i.e. it treats of the division in gen-
end; if treating of a class in general, as a work on the fine 
arts, it has a cipher iu the tens place_; if treating of all subjects, 
or of subjects belonging to several classes, as a general cyclo-
pedia, it has a cipher in the hundreds place. The class o is 
treated like other classes and divided into nine divisions and 
each of these into nine sections. Thus 052 is a general (class O,) 
periodical (division 5,) published in England (section 2). 'rhe 
initial cipher is omitted, as in arithmetical usage, and no trouble 
is experienced, so that 052 is written 52. It will now be seen 
that the system is a decimal one, ten sections forming a di vis-
ion, ten divisions a class, there being ten classes. The Library 
is thus divided into a thousand sections. 
In assigning hookR to. their places in the classification, Mr. 
Dewey's method has been closely follo,wed. He says, "prac-
tical usefulness has ·been esteemed the most important thing. 
'rhe effort has been to put each book under the subject where it, 
would be the most useful to special students. The contents or 
the real subject of which the book treats, and not its form or 
the accidental wording of its title, determil}es its place. Fol-
lowing this rule, a history of mathematics is put with mathe-
matics, not with history; for the history is simply the form 
which the book has taken, and the true content or subject is 
mathematics. The predominant tendency or obvious purpose 
of the book usually decides its place at once; still a book often 
treats of two or more different subjects, and in such case is 
assigned to the place where it will be the most useful, and 
underneath the class number are written the numbers of any 
other subject on which it also treats. Collected works are 
either kept together and assigned, like individual books, to the 
most specific head that will contain them, or assigned to th.e 
most prominent of'the various subjects on which they treat, 
with cross-references from the others, or are separated, and the 
parts classed as independent works. Translations are classed 
with their originals." Pamphlets and periodicals are treated 
the same as books. 
If there is more than one work in any section, a book 
number follows the class number. Thus, 821-37 indicates the 
thirty-seventh work (not volume, as a work may chance to be 
published in one or any number of volumes) the library possesses 
of English poetry. 
This scheme is peculiarly adapted to the needs of a College, 
for books on the same subject are never separated, as in the old 
system of shelf numbers; and works on more distantly related 
subjects are placed proportionately nearer or fmther away. All 
the books on useful arts will be found in one alcove, all on nat-
ural science in another, and so on. 
Printed copies of this classification are kept upon the 
librarian's desk for consultation. The classification is accom-
panied by a subject index. Look up the subject sought in the 
index, this will refer to the class number, under which 
all the works in the library on that subject can be readily found. 
Although the numbering of the books i.n our library accord-
ing to this·system is an advance on the former regime, its useful-
ness will be greatly enhanced when a subject catalogue is pre-
pared, which it is hoped will be at no very distant day. In view 
of a printed catalogue, it is earnestly requested that persons 
using the library will point out to the librarians any inaccuracy 
in assigning the class numbers or in the cross-references. 
'rhe system was originated at Amherst College in 1873, by 
Melvil Dewey, was first published in 1876, and has alreacly 
been widely adopted. Fuller explanations of it, and of its 
peculiarities and superiority over other systems, can be found 
in the printed "Classification," and in "Public Libraries of the 
United States," page 623 et seq. 
AN INNOCENT VICTIM. 
F. E. FURRY. 
For years New York had been ma state of tumult. Ever 
since the day that the English fleet anchored off Sandy 
Hook and, by threatening bombardment, compelled the good 
Dutch governor to surrender, the province had been in a con-
stant turmoil, the troubles often amounting to open hostilities. 
The English governor had succeeded in suppressing all these out-
breaks, until this last and worst of all. One more straw was 
added to the already overburdened people, a burning sense of 
injustice aroused, and the royal governor fled to his old home in 
England, just in time to escape the vengeance of an enraged 
people. 
Leisler, a peaceable and respected young man, complying 
with the almost unanimous wishes of his countrymen, reluct-
antly assumed the duties of the fugitive governor, until a new 
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one should be appointed, and the period during which he held 
the position, though short. was the most peaceful New York 
had known for years. Yes, short: for one morning, a few weeks 
after, the rising sun shone bright and clear on a man-of-war, 
lying quietly just off the coast, and the towns-people looking 
out of their windows and seeing the great, bulky hull, studded 
with dark threatening muzzles, and the British flag just unfurl-
ing on the morning breeze, knew that the new governor had 
arrived, ready to resume the government with force of arms if 
necessary. But it was not 1iecessary. Leisler immediately gave 
up his position to Sloughter, and it was hoped by his friends 
that no action would he taken against; him for the seeming 
usurpation of power; but all were not his friends; there were 
a few, especially among the wealthier classes, who had warmly 
upheld the former governor, and looked upon Leisler as a 
traitor to the king. Leisler was hastily tried and convicted of 
high treason, hut when the death-warrant was presented to 
Slaughter for his signature, he turned away from it in contempt, 
for he was one among the few of-his time, who, though invested 
with power, did not forget the principles of humanity, and 
believing that Leisler was innocent of the crime charged, he 
absolutely refused to sign it. A few weeks passed away, and 
although Leisler was still held in custody, his friends enter-
tained no fears for his safety; they readily saw that Sloughter 
was the marvelous combination of a royal governor and a 
human being. 
'fhe governor being very fond of society often accepted the 
invitations of his wealthier friends, and indulged in the pleas-
ures of dinner parties and other social gatherings with the true 
zest of the real English gentleman. Wherever he went his 
ready wit and jovial nature won for him hosts of admirers and 
he soon found that but few of the invitations received could be 
accepted. One forenoon, as lw sat in his easy chair, he received 
a note with, "Ye complimentaries of Christopher and Anne 
Worthington, inviting him to dine with them and a few other 
of ye worthie governor's well-wishers." The invitation was 
accepted, and when the appointed hour arrived, the guests were 
all present, including the governor arrayed in the smoothest 
broadcloth, whitest silk stockings, and brightest gold buckles 
that England afforded. His estimable lady, too, appeared like 
a queen, in her great ruffed collar, costly jewels, and orange col-
ored silk. 'fhe dinner was served in the good old-fashioned 
style. There was the silver plate, handed down from genera-
tion to generation, tbe snow-white table cloth which, it was 
proven beyond a doubt had once been spread before King Wil-
liam, and a very large gold-banded silver tankard, a present to 
the mistress from her second cousin, a member of l'arliament. 
The dinner was brought on by the most genteel of gentlemen 
waiters, and all was complete from the roast beef to the spark-
ling Madeira. Unusual good humor prevailed; the jokes of the 
governor were more witty and laughable at every toast. Toast 
after toast, and stiU the gold-banded tankard yielded the wine 
in a clear, sparkling stream. The silver goblets were oft filled; 
and as often drained, in the health of friends and country, until 
" enemies of our good governor," was pronounced, and the plot, 
for plot it was, had reached its climax. The fatal death-warrant 
glided before the governor, the unsteady hand grasped the quill, 
paper and quill met, a few drunken marks, and the work was 
done. 
The party had dispersed. The sun had set and risen again 
and the lifeless body of Leisler, cold and stiff in death, was 
still suspended from the fatal scaffold, the innocent victim of 
wine! It is said that when the governor looked out fr01il his 
window and beheld the tenible spectacle, and remembered, for 
the first time, the awful act of the da.y before, he sank to the 
floor in a swoon which lasted several hours. 'fhe shock on his 
nervous system was so great, and the remorse of mind so un .. 
bearable, that he soon relinquished his position as governor, aud 
retreating into the solitude of central New York, spent the 
remainder of his life in comparative seclusion. 
SELF-CONT.ROL. 
It is written: "He that is slow to anger, is better than the 
mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit, tlrnn he tlrnt taketh a city." 
Yet how many strive to take the city, while they themselves, 
are taken captive by an over-wrought ambition for power, an 
absorbing desire for riches, a vain pride for show, the lust of 
passion or the cravingi! of an insatiable appetite for strong 
drink. 
It seems to be the mania of the world to try to control others, 
without thinking how little control we have over ourselves. 
When basking in the sunshine of prosperity, or eujoying the 
pleasant favors of kind friends, nothing' seems easier than to 
float upon the popular tide and feel that we are in perfect har-
mony with our Creator's laws, and resolve that a beating heart 
and a throbbing brain shall never mar the symmetry of our. 
web of life. But what a delusion such fancies are, has been 
proven in the experi~nce of almost every individual that has' 
journeyed very far upon the great high-road of human exist-· 
ence. When the external conditions change, how quickly do the 
thoughts and feelings follow snit. Let a trusted fri(md prove 
false, worldly property be lost, or disease lay her threatening 
fingers upon the now happy and confident hero of the hour, 
and how changed is the scene. The beaming countenance has 
become one of anxiety, the sparkling eyes are bedewed with 
tears, the merry laugh is replaced with the heaving sigh, and 
the buoyant, elastic' step has become tile solemn tread through 
the world. 
Can we al ways feel jus.t as we wish we could feel? A.re our 
thoughts always of that hig·h toned, pure character that we wish 
tlwy were; and do we always act at home, in society, in our 
business relations, and toward strangers in such a way as to 
cause no regret\' What is swearing but a want of self-control; 
and how many harshand unkind words are said in passion 
that cause another's heart. to throb in sorrow, and, perhaps, 
sever cords of friendship aud love that have been united for 
many a happy and prosperous yeari' And this, not from igno-
rance, but from want of self-control. 
But the greatest need of self-control is iu cultivating and 
guiding the imagination. For it, as a power or faculty of the 
mind, seems to be ever active, unless in the soundest sleep. 
And what takes place in our dreams is but an example of the 
many absurdities that it produces in our waking hours; the 
difference being that in the one case we call them nothing but 
dreams, and only give them a passing thought, while our waking 
dreams we turn into.realities mid let them control our actions. 
Who has not seen a loving wife almost distracted with sorrow, 
because she imagined some evil hali happened to her absent 
husband, who had been detained only on business, and many a 
fond mother's heart wrung with anguish as she imaginrd 
her darling boy eaten by wolves when he is only staying 
after school to ride down hill with his play-mates? .But such 
instances of not controlling the imagination are products of 
that love and sympathy which we all admire, and only regret 
that they should cause such trouble and suffering to any one. 
But how often does the imagination assign motives for 
other people's acts, create delusions for ourselves, and manu-
facture excuses for wrong-doing, causing trouble among neigh• 
bors, law suits among business meu, arnl Vfl'Y much of the sin 
and suffering that are found at large in the world. 'fake away 
all suffering that is imaginary and we would be surprised to find 
how near a heaven we have here 011 earth. 
The character of the products of the imagiuation lies at 
the very foundation of our feelings and actions; for as a man 
imagineth, so is he. Hence if a man guides and controls the 
very processes that form his character, he can build for him-
self a hovel that will be rough, unsightly, aud repulsive to the 
passer-by, or he can mould it into a symmetrically beantiful 
palace that shall be a credit to himself, an honor to his 
friends, and a blessing to the world. 
.EN A:in. 
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THE different Literary Societies of the college are each 
marked by a spirit of enterprise. Any worthy project needs 
only to be submitted to them to be properly executed. When 
a lecturer is to be procured, or a delegation sent abroad, the 
Societies cheerfully assume the liabilities. If a carpet, a musical 
instrument, a library, or other convenience is deemed necessary,, 
each individual comes promptly forward with his support. We 
can give but one instance wherein this devotion on the part of 
the members for their respective societies is not almost univer-
sal, and that is in the support of THE ~i\.UIWRA. Many names 
that stand prominently on the roll book of the society are 
wanting on our subscription list. Now, 'fHE AURORA is wholly 
a society enterprise. It is indebted to the societies for its exis-
tence and dependent on their support, directly or indirectly for 
its continuance. It is the organ of the societies, the highest 
exponent of their true merit, and no less worthy of the supp?rt 
of every member than a movement to secure a lecture from 
Prof. Swing, or the. purchase of a new cl~andalier. Again, you 
UATES OF ADVERTISING. 
One column, one year, 
" four months, 
One-half column, one year, -
$15_00 who are members of the societies should recognize your obliga-
9.oo tions to the managers and editors of TuE A UIW.RA whom you 9.00 , 
One squarn, (10 lines nonpariel), 1 year, 
Business Cards, 
2.00 have placed in their positions, without funds, expecting them 
lM. 11 One line local, per month, .10 to publish the paper. These obligations are in no wise cance ed 
TEUMS. 
One dollar per annum in advance. Single copy fifteen cents. 
THE AURORA will be forwarded to all subscribers until ordered discontinued 
and all arrearages are paid. 
Book notices given free of all books sent us by dealers or publishers. 
All communications should be addressecl to 
THE AUUORA, AMES, low A. 
IN THE next issue we hope to add a new feature to 'fn1<; 
AURORA, by opening a column to communications from the 
Alumni, and its success will depend altogether on the manner 
in which they respond. Much may be added to the popularity 
of the paper in this way. Who will be the first to contribute'( 
MILITARY drill is one of the prominent features of Cornell 
College. All the young men except those excused for special 
reasons, are organized into companies of infantry, properly uni-
formed and reqniretl to drill one hour each day when the 
weather is favorable. 'fhis exercise is ably conducted by a U.S. 
officer, and its influences on the health and physical bearing of 
th(l student are pronounced to be of the greatest value. 
Tni,; Inter-state oratorical contest was held in Mercantile 
Library Hall, St. Louis, "Wednesday evening, May 8. The 
successful orators of the state contests of Missouri, Illinois, 
Wisconsin, Tndiaua, Ohio, and Iowa, were present, making it a 
close and exciting contest. The gold medal was awarded to Mr. 
Ed. A. Bancroft, of Knox college, III., and the second honors to 
.J. G. Eberhart, of Cornell college, Iowa. The winning theme 
was, "The Loneliness of genius," and~Mr. Eberlrnrt's subject 
was, "Dante." This is the third time Iowa has carried off the 
second honors and next time we shall expect her to win the 
prize. The next contest will be held in Iowa City, May 6, 1879. 
Financialy, the recent contest was not a success. 
BESIDl<JS the new classification of the books in the College 
library, there are several other improvements which we notice. 
A general bulletin contains a list of the various periodicals 
that are received, and these are no longer found promiscuously 
strewn over the Lables. Reading desks have been erected and 
on these, in neat files, are found the daily and weekly news 
papers. The magazines are systematically arranged in the 
cases. A, daily bulletin announces all the books and periodicals 
that have been received during the day. A third bulletin 
calls attention to important articles, recently written, and gives 
explicit directions for finding them. The students have always 
had free access to the exuberent crops, which stand matured in 
this rich old field, but this year Prof. Arthur and Miss Brown 
insist on husking out and even shelling the golden ears for us. 
until your subscriptions are in the hands of the treasurer. There 
are numerous reasons why the managers and editors can not 
make THE AURORA what it should be, and surely a want 
of encouragement on your part should not· be added to the 
list. None of the others are nearly so embarrassing. It should 
be considered one of the requirements of a member in good 
standing in each of the societies that he be a subscriber to THE 
AURORA. We do not recommend the introduction of this re-
quirement into the constitution, for certainly all who give the 
matter a little consideration, will agree with us, and be gov-
erned by their own good judgment, with more satisfaction 
than by written law. 
THE AURORA feels proud this month over the arrival of a 
"little brother," or more properly, but for its age, a "big 
brother." At a meeting of Lite Board of Trustees, last fall, 
President '\Velch proposed to them "that $200 be deducted from 
his salary·and applied in part payment of the expense of print-
ing four issues annually of a publication to be called the College 
Quarterly and to be edited lJy the heads of the different depart-
ments." From this proposition results the event recorded 
above. And others than THE AulWRA have reason to hf1 proud 
of the arrival. In his first appearance he is full of energy, and 
promises to be, not only a successful agriculturist, but an 
adept in all of the many sciences and arts which contribute 
directly to the comfort aud happiness of the farmer and, in fact, 
every one who has a home. He points out with his pa's "old 
quill" some things about the Agricultural College of which a 
great many older people know nothing. He slashes around in 
the Horticultural department with Prof. Budd's pruning knife, 
showing much mercy for shapeless evergreens and a wonderful 
partiality for Russian apples, Wilson, Green Prolific, Downing, 
and Red Jacket strawberries. He invites you to peep through 
Prof. Bessey's nicely adjusted microscope and discover the 
means by which injnrous fungi are distributed. He gathers a num-
ber 0f samples of grain from different parts of the state and sets 
Prof. Pope and his special chemists at work analyzing them. He 
investigates the circumstances and conditions which modify the 
value of hay and the results are interesting to every hay grower. 
He interviews Prof. Stalker, regarding diseases most common 
among domestic animals and applies the General's spur in train-
ing his horses. He pierces an, inflated currency with the sharp 
pen of our great financier and turns the transit of the civil 
engineer in locating a country home with its appropriate sur-
rounding. He promises to visit every home where he is invited 
four times each year with his twenty pages of valuable and 
interesting matter for the sum of ten cents, to pay for postage 
and wrapping. We feel assured that he will be welcome. 
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SCIENTIFIC. 
THE THEOltY OF EVOLUTION. 
"Evolution is an integration of matter and concomitant dis-
sipation of motion, during which matter passes from an indefi-
nite, incoherent homogeneity to a definite, coherent heterogene-
ity, and during which the retained motion undergoes a parallel 
transformation." 'fhis is the grand law of evolution, embrac-
ing all forms of organic and inorganic phenomena, and social. 
and intellectual development, as enunciated by the highest 
English authority on evolution-Mr. Herliert Spencer. This 
definition, he aftirms, is stated in its most general form; but we 
protest in the name of modern science-a science that is capa-
ble of giving exact information on all subjects which pertain to 
her domain-that evolutionists give us a more intelligible form-
ula than this, even if it does not embrace all which this glitter-
ing generality does. 
There is, probably, no phrase in our language that has, of 
late, attracted more of the attention of scientific men than this 
same "theory of evolution;" and, perhaps, none other can be. 
found upon which so much useless criticism has been expended 
-criticism which, instead of rendering" darkness visible," has, 
on the contrary, covered the central phenomena more deeply 
from view. Ami, in presenting this article to our readers, we 
offer it more in the form of a review on this comprehensive 
topic, than in presuming to add anything permanent to the vast 
amount of literature, already published upon this subject. 
Let us now examine somewhat narrowly a few of the more 
salient pointB of this theory :is presented by their advocates. 
But, first, we will premise a few remarks as to the origin of the 
theory itself. From time immemorial man has observed the 
law of universal c~1ange in action, about him and within him; 
and, if he philosophized at all upon this varied phenomena, 
where everything is in a state of mutation-every animate object 
varying its form from what it is to what it is a [being]-what 
conclusion would he not be warranted in drawing'? And, as a 
matter of fact, the idea of transmutation colored all his general-
izations in the past, as it also clings to his scientific !'esearches 
of the present. Tims, the" theory of evolution" arose from the 
efforts of mind to comprehend the system of nature, while the 
unexpected and brilliant discoveries, in our own day-made in 
Physics, Chemistry and Biology-have given an impetus to this 
ancient form of thought. And the novice, confronted by the 
formidable array of facts, the many relations of animate life it 
professes to explain, the plausible arguments nrgedin its behalf, 
and the eminent names quoted in its support, naturally comes 
to the conclusion that there must he something reliable and 
trustworthy that can produce all this, and, without further ado, 
accepts as bona fide truth, what, upon closer examination, 
would he regarded as being simply a mass of" indefinite, inco-
herent homogeneity." Let the student take up Mr. Herbert 
Spencer's "Hiology," or any of Darwin'H great works, and as he 
reads each paragraph, ask himself the question-" what is here 
assumed, and wliat is proved ?"-and he will be surprised how 
rapidly this" theory of evolution" will melt away from his vis-
ion. We do not hesitate to aftirm that this theory is de;titute 
of any shadow of proof, that its weightiest arguments are only 
figures of speech and vain analogies, and that it is only sup-
ported by the arbitrary and artificial coherence of its own parts, 
arranged in accordance with a number of unproved hypotheses. 
Now, then, let us betake ourselves to the proof of our affirma-
tion. 
We will present the theory in all candor, and, not to lay 
ourselves open to the charge of partiality, will give, in brief, 
the generalizations of several eminent evolutionists. All the 
evolutionist theories of the present apperance of life upon the 
globe depend, primarily, on the possibility of its having been 
produced from some form, closely allied to its present form, 
and by causes now in operation; while others attach considera-
ble importance to causes gratuitously supposed but otherwise 
unknown. 
One school of evolutionists assumes the innate tendency in 
any species to change.-Owen. Another believes in exceptional 
births, either in the ordinary eourse of generation, or by the 
mode of parthenogenesis.-Mivart. Another refers to -the 
known facts of reproductive acceleration or retardation observed 
in some humbler forms of life.-Hyaf,t. Another explains by 
reference to the struggle for existence, and the "survival of the 
fittest."-Darwin and Spencer. Another, assuming that new 
forms, arising from either any or all of these ways, or, perhaps, 
fortuitously, supposes that these peculiarities may be perpet-
uated; and, if external and internal conditions are propitious; 
may, in the course of time, give rise to new species.-Lamark. 
The discussion of all these theories would extend far beyond 
the limits of this essay-in fact, it is not needed, for any one 
interested would prefer to read the original, than any review, how-
ever well executed; and it is also the belief of the writer, that 
this plunging irito a multitude of details will rather tend tQ 
confuse than to enlighten, and that a better view can be 
obtained by examining somewhat carefully the underlyingeondi-
tions which allow evolution to be possible. Limiting ourselves, 
therefore, to this phase of the problem, we naturally inquire as 
to the basis on which this theory is founded, especially as to the 
origin of species. 
Now, no one-not even Darwin himself-will affirm that it 
rests on facts actually observed, for no one has observed the 
introduction of a single new species. Nor does it rest, like the 
theoretical deductions of Geology, on its extension into past 
time of causes of change now seen to be in operation. Its prob-
ability rests solely on the ability of its supporters to account for 
certain relations of animals to each other aud to the external 
world, and the accumulation of such cases of relationships, 
accounted for, constitutes the argument of the evolutionists. 
Now, also, let us see if we can find what the evolutionist 
assumes. Looking over the theories of the various schools. it 
is sePn they ri.Jl assume certain forces and materials, with whicll 
to he;rin the evolving process. Darwin assumed, in his" Origin 
of Species," a few of the simpler organisms; but, of course, this 
was only a way-station, upon which to recuperate lost energy, 
and has long since been abandoned by his followers, as well as 
himself, as being untenable. Still others assume a primitive 
substance called "protoplasm," to which properties are assigned 
that enable it to stand between organic and inorganic matter, 
and, of course, find no difficulty in educing all plants and ani-
mals from it. But we cannot be satisfied with this; for, if the 
evolutionist is determined on finding the "origin," we cannot 
allow him to stop with protoplasm, but ask-" Whence the pro-
toplasm'?" Thus we are tinally led back {please note the fact-
the how is quietly ignored) to incandescent molecules-star 
dust-containing, potentially, all the varied phenomena of the 
universe-past, present and future-in this homogeneous mass. 
For, if we affirm, with Mr. Herbert Spencer, that God is 
''unknowable" and creation "unthinkable," we must assume as 
the initial proposition of our strange philosophy, that all things 
are made ou~ of nothing and by nothing. Or, shall we push the 
doctrine of the relativity of knowledge to the extreme, and 
aftirm that we can study the relations of forms and effects, not 
known and non-existent? 
But, if we grant the evolutionist self-existent matter in a 
state of endless change,-of which, by the way, we can have no 
dl3tinite conception, and, if we can have of it no definite concep-
tion, according to Mr. Herbert Spencer, it must be banished 
from our thoughts, for a statement or a theory is only good in 
so far·as it admits of a definite conception-we must, also, grant 
him another gratuitous assumption, which is, that we believe 
in the indefinite variability of material forms-that in reality 
there is no distinction between the differm1t kinds of matter, 
and that all are capable of being transformed into each other. 
But here observation and experiment are stubborn witnesses 
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against this assumption. Chemistry affirms that substances views. Rather should we exclaim, in the language of the 
can not be transformed, one into tiie other-they have their allo- Bard of Avon,-
tropic forms, but beyond a certain limit they cannot pass and "Methinks you want to make an ass of me." 
retain their original constitution. It would provoke a smile There must be differences between them, as after-develop-
fro~n the chemist, if told that, in enormous periods of time, car- ment fully demonstrates, and all we can truly affirm is, that our 
hon could be evolve<l out of silica. The zoologist will also state facilities for observation do not enable us to detect the differ-
that animals have a definite limit of variability, and that spe- ence. But you will observe that the evolutionist quietly 
cies, as far as experiment is concerned, are not transmutable; assumes there is no difference, and, if you take him to task, receive 
and, if pushed beyond the limit, either perish or revert to the the stereotyped query: "Did you ever examine for yourself?" 
original form. Like chemical compounds, species have their So much.the worse for your argument, my friend, I reply; for, 
allotropic forms, but du not admit of being changed one into if you, who have had opportunities to investigate primordial 
germs, can detect· no difference when you near the bottom the other. 
One more demand is made by our evolutionist-that we not 
only lu,lieve in a variability, but in a variability tending always 
from the lower to the higher, from the simple to the complex. 
And is not tl1is m,sumption fully confirmed by experience and 
by the revelations of uature? Do we not find in Geologic 
times, as the successive ages rolled by, always higher and more 
differentiated animals appearing on the scene of life? But I 
am afraid, that from this fact, a too hasty generalization has been 
ventured. For the complex organism, becoming mature, returns 
to the elements, and what we see is not an evolution, but a revolu-
tion. So too in geologic times, we generally find these higher 
types introduced rather suddenly, and in a way not well under-
stood, hut tending to the obvious conclusion that it was due 
to a cm1se from witho11t; and, as a general rule, this higher type 
was subject to degradation and decay. So here again we must 
grant the evolutionist what is contradicted by observing the 
operations of nature. Here also, 1 may parenthetically remark, 
that tltosfl who· maintain that evQlution is not necessarily con-
nected with progression alone, hut may also include retrogression, 
overlook the fundamental canon of their theory-" 1'he survival 
of the ,fittest." It is also a fact of observation, that as soon as 
a species begins to deteriorate, if the conditions remain con-
stant, tllis species soon disappears from the theater of life. 
Hence we see the folly of attempting to make evolution "work 
both ways." 
But after all this is granted, we must allow the evolutionist 
to take the Ucts of Botany and Zoology ont of their ordinary 
relations, and strand them on this three-fold hypothesis, as Mr. 
Herbert Spencer has (lone in his Biology ... When all this is done, 
as might have been expected, we naturally find certain "gaps," 
which have to be cunningly filled to give an appearance of con-
tinuity to the whole. 
The first of these "gaps" which we ot•serve, is that between 
dead inorganic matter, and vital organized matter. This "gap" 
is best filled with such a term as protoplasm-a substance 
whose properties, at this time, seem to be divided between dead 
and living matter. But this is of no avail; this does not affirm 
at what time nor under what conditions it passes from the do-
minion of pure physical force, and becomes organized-subject to 
the vital force as well. All this is quietly ignored as well as 
all that requires explanation in this theory. 
,Ve have been startled many times. within the past decade or 
two, by the announcement, positively made, of the observed fact 
of spontaneous generation, I.mt, on closer examination, the proof 
of such a freak of nature, wa-R seen to vanish as rapidly as mist 
before the rising Rnn. And those scientists who derive the 
principle of life from pure physical force, would do well to con-
sult the address made a few years ago, by Sir William 'fhomp-
son, before the British Association. . 
Another" gap" is that between vegetable and animal life. 
There is no nse of confonnding these two; the one is essentially 
an accumulating and deoxidizing, the other an expending and 
an oxidizing, process. And it is only in reproduction or decay 
that the plant simulates the action of the animal. But the ani-
rnal never assn mes the functions of the plant, even in its sim-
plest forms. I lmlieve the only way we can fill this "gap" is by 
an appeal to our ignor ance. The strongest arguments on this 
point are furnished to the evoli.1tionists by the revelations of 
Biology. Bnt when the biologist tells us that, even under the 
best of microscopes, no cliff11r11nce can he observed between dead 
and living protoplasm, and, from similar observations, affirms 
that there is no difference between the lower forms of animal 
and vegetable life, we may be pardoned if we dissent from his 
of the scale, I may not be able to detect any difference when 
only half-way dow_n the scale. But would that justify me in 
affirming there is no diff~re:1ce between them? Do you not, my 
friend, assume th:it you have probed the matter to the bottorr!, 
and have left for future biologists nothing to do in clearing up the 
mystery between plants and animal~? You have also ignored the 
dictum of Mr. Herbert Spencer, that first conceived ideas are 
generally wrong, for man attains to truth only after long and 
laborious toil of ages. But you, in the infancy of biological 
investigations, affirm; with all the conviction of a positivist, that 
there is no difference between the lower plants and animals, 
while all your investigations prove conclusively, to any one who 
is susceptible of conviction, that as far as your actual observa-
tions go, you can detect a wide difference between the two. It 
is very easy to group undoubted facts about a false center; and 
under the specious name of" Biology," more of this has been 
<lone, of late, than in any other department of natural science. 
Another "gap," which we must briefly notice, is that 
between species. The great work of Darwin was expressly 
written to Jill this chasm; but after all the stupendous labors 
this distinguished scientist has bestowed upon it, the chasm 
yawns as wide as ever. Ifappily, from the effort to fill this 
"gap" arose the necessity of a more minute study of species 
and varietal forms, the relations they sustain to each other, and 
the discrimination of varietal forms of one species from those 
of another. All this has drawn attention to a subject too long 
abused; it has also served to settle one point-that evolutionists 
are far from agreement among themselves, as to what really 
constitutes a species. But the true results of all this toil will 
be reaped by the future naturalist, who will be emancipated 
from the burdensome weight of this theory. Also this effort has 
compelled evolutionists, most reluctantly, to abandon the idea 
of transmutation of species at the present, and refer it to the 
past-hut how long past, they allow their credulous admirers 
only to ·infer. 
One more "gap" we will notice, and then conclude this 
already too lengthy discussion. The "gap" is that between the 
instinctive, unconscious nature of the animal, and the intelli-
gent, conscious moral nature of man. It is sufficient, .for our 
present purpose, simply to state this" gap," leaving the articu-
late refutation of the evolutioi1ist's version of it to abler hands. 
And those who are so inclined will find a complete refutation of 
it in an a1-ticle by Prof. ,Vynn, Ph.D., entitled, "Neurology and 
the Human Soul," of which a brief review was given in the last 
issne of the AUROHA. 
'fhe entire doctrine of evolntion is founded on a false basis. 
It reduces all existence, man included, to a mere link in a series, 
both of wl10sP extremes are unknown; and the legitimate issue 
of this theory would he a total revolnti_on of our social and relig-
ions systems. It destroys for the scientist the keen perception 
of distinct forms, by reducing all life to the same primitive sub-
stance, and then evolving everything by descent, with modifica-
tion. This the,H'y leads to a rapid decay of systematic botany 
and zoology-as is manifeRted in England and Germany by the 
followers of Messrs. Spencer, Darwin, Huxley, and Hreckel. 
It can he truly affirmed, that. according to the present state and 
order in which the facts of natural history are viewed, no sys-
tem of natural chtRsitication can be possible, and we can never 
reach that desired cornlition of affairs, until modern science 
frees herself from such a ma9s of" incoherent homogeneity." 
And, finally, the entire argnment hy which evolution is sup-
ported, from first to last, is lmt one of mere analogy-a form of 
argument which, under the most favorable circumstances, is 
questionable, to say the least. 
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LOCAL. 
Where is our base ball clnb this year? 
Senior dissertations have commenced! ! ! 
Did you see Mercury cross the sun, Monday'r 
An archery club is being talked of by the young ladies. 
A comet duet at the Philomatheans, on Saturday evening, 
by telephone. 
We number, Seniors, 23; ,Juniors, 23; Sophomores, 33; Fresh-
men, Preps., and Unclassified, 121; total, 200. 
A member of the book-keeping class surprised the Professor 
by asking: " Who is Drayage, in the entry, 'Paid Dray age 
in Cash?'" 
The Q1iarterly a~ks, " What shall we do with our girls?" 
If they wern't so particular we'd take one of them out on social 
next Saturday night. 
The following notice is pasted on the outside of a ,Junior's 
door: "When you have ten minutes to spare, go and bother 
some one who hasn't." 
General Geddes purchased a fine astronomical telescope, and 
had it properly manipulated in time to witness the transit of 
Mercury, on the 6th inst. 
Those stakes driven across the paths on the lawn, are a 
polite intimation that it would be more acceptable if you 
would travel in the road. · 
Gen. Geddes has gone to Chicago. Among other things 
he will get the uniforms for the military company. "\Ve expect 
in a few days to see the company in full uniform on drill. 
First Junior, (in laboratory). "It smells as if there was 
gas escaping. " 
Second Junior. "Of conrse there is; yon are talking all the 
time!" 
'.rlie Bachelors say, "We will be friendly to those Clios and 
they will sew our carpets for us." The Clios think, " We will 
make ourselves agreeable to those Bachelors, and they will nail 
down our carpets for us." Verily, a mutual exchange of accom-
modations is very pleasant, and often convenient. 
Another argument in favor of the smallness of the Sopho-
more vs. the Freshman feet, is this: when a Freshman gets off 
from the horizontal bar he always lights on his feet, but on the 
contrary, .when a Sophomore gets off he always lights on his 
head. Now, there is a difference, either in the head or feet, and 
the Sophomores persist in saying that it is in the feet. 
One of the sorrowing members of the table recently dis-
persed tells it in this abominable rhyme: 
Ten fond hearts that beat as one, 
Still beat, but each alone. 
Ten jaws that ground the leather, 
Now grind, but not together! 
'rhe question: "Resolved, That woman shoulrl be allowed 
the right of suffrage," was debated by the Crescent Literary 
Society, last Saturday evenin:,;. It was decided in the affirm-
ative. Wouldn't it he a good idea to have Eliimbeth Cady Stan-
ton come here and lecture before the societies? Without a 
doubt she would give some of us many new ideas about the 
"sph re of woman.'' 
The local editor of the Uni1)er.~ity Reporter propounds the 
following questions" for students of Agriculture": 
"1Vhen are saw logs ripe? And why?" 
"ls it right to feed a horse corn in the ear?" 
In the winter. Because it is time to pull them-to mill; at 
least, long before the questioner, who is evidently irredeemably 
green. 
Yes: providing you exercise common "horse sense." 
A petition has been circulating among the ladies of the 
institution. It requei.ts the Faculty to set apart a portion of 
land for a ladies' ball ground, also that they be allowed to take 
military drill. (Note. The ball ground was set apart a couple 
of weeks ago, and not one of the ladies has been seen on it yet . 
.And so far only four have joined the military company. · An 
archery club is next in order.] 
Last Saturday evening the Clios elected the f\>llowing officers 
for the ensuing society term: Pres., Ida 'l'witchell; Vice Pres., 
V. E. Isbell; Sec., Minnie Sherman; Assistant Sec., Dora 
Sayles; Treas., Etta Andrews; Chaplain, ItlaNash;Critic, Lucy 
Shephercl; Assistant Critic, Ida Nash; Door keeper, Mattie 
Kellogg; Librarian, Helen Porter; Director of AURORA, Minnie 
Cleaver; Editors, E. Rice and C. Carter. 
At the request of a number of the students, the Faculty kindly 
gave the 3d of May for a holiday and a holhlay was made of it. 
Contrary to expect~tions it did not min, and, although the 
air was rather cool, it did not prevent the programme of the day 
being carried out. No plan of action was decided upon, so sev-
eral parties were forined, yet all having the same object in view, 
viz., a good time. Some traveled toward the west, some toward 
the east, and others toward the north, but from the reports 
gathered all spent the day much the same way, not one of the 
several parties refusing to partake of tlrn excellent dinner pre-
pared by Mrs. Thompson. Before arnl after dinner the time was 
spent in hunting for specimens, Botanical, Zoological, Geologi-
cal, etc., the result being that one party brought in an Indian 
turnip, another a snake, and still another a small stone, thought 
to he the Philosopher's stone, while the number of fish canght 
by the fishing party is best represented by % . Croquet also re-
ceived some attention, judging by the number of mallets that 
were carried away that morning. But this day like all others 
came to a close, all too soon for most of us and the sinking sun 
reminded us that the time to meet for chapel had arrived. Study 
hours were postponed an hour, and at eight o'clock the knell of 
our holiday was rung. But though the day is gone, long will it 
be remembered. 
PEUSONALS. 
'7U. C. M. Coe is farming near Tipton. 
_'79. F. M. Pratt, counter jumper at Otho. 
'80. G. H. Hartwell is practicing dentistry at Marshall-
town. 
'76. Miss E. M. Chilcl is teaching in the high school at 
Scranton. 
'75. Miss Lettie Neal visited us recently. She was on her 
way to Oregon. 
'77. Misses Neal and Carpenter are both teaching in Eldora. 
Miss "\Vhitecl, '78, is in the Auditor's office of the same town. 
'74. Miss.Kate Tupper, principal of a school in Marshall-
town, spent Sunday at the College. She goes soon to Colo-
rado. 
'7!l. G. W. 1Vattles has returned, much pleased with his 
visit, as delegate to the Inter-State Oratorical Contest, at St. 
Louis. 
'76. The Muscatine Journal speaks highly of the musical 
ability of Chas. McIntire, as 1:ecently displayed in leading the 
song-service at a Sunclay-school convention. 
'75. 'fhe Forest and Stream contains a letter written by 1V. 
T. Horneday, at Armanclay Hills, Inrtia, where he is now engaged 
with wonderful success in collecting zoological specimens for 
Prof. W arcl, of Rochester, New York. The letter is an unas-
suming narrative of his encounter with a huge tiger, whose 
skin and skeleton will soon grace the "\Varel Museum. The let-
ter is addressed to an "old pard," who accompanied Mr. Horne-
day on a similar expedition to South America, two years ago. 
Want of space prevents our publishing it in full. 
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CLIPPINGS. 
Cornell University has 40,000 acres of land in Wisconsin. 
Cambridge University-}jngland-passed 264 boys out of 
1,21:i, and 413 girls out of 1,061. Good for the girls! 
Columbia College has. now 1,340 students. The senior class 
is signing a petition for the abolition of "cram week." 
A test for color blindness was made at Harvard College not 
long ago, and out of two hundred, twelve were found who were 
actually color blind. 
Rev. Joseph Cook asserts, that Harvard University has 
never yet sent out from her classic shades a man with a warm 
heart for the people. 
The project of removing Simpson Centenary college at 
Indianola to Des Moines, is being discussed in the papers of the 
two towns most interested. 
It is said that if plants intended for herbaria are first dipped 
in a solution of salicylic acid and alcohol, the flowers on drying 
will retain their natural color. 
The farm of the Illinois Industrial University, at Cham-
paign, pays an annual revenue to the Institution, besides the 
cost of many very expensive agricultural experiments. 
The Freshman clm,s was unusually large, and when they 
were assembled for the first time at prayers, the Doctor opened 
to the third Psalm, and read, "Lord! how are they increased 
that trouble me!" 
When Englishmen first gaze upon Niagara they exclaim: 
"By ,Jove!" Western men say: "Thunder!" people from the 
rural districts: "By .Jimmenie!" and the brides-bless 'em-
say: 0 hold me, Gawge!" 
The ,Juniors desire to announce that they have on hand a 
great variety of class jokes, tricks to play on the professors, and 
a considerable amonut of energy, which they wish to exchange 
for two series of chapel orations. 
A clause in the Freshman constitution reads thus: No 
feller shall take the same gal to two different Freshman readings 
or socia.ls till he has taken in turn each other gal in the class. 
Neither shall he be allowed to draw cuts for the same as the 
Sophomores do." 
Church property taxation was debated at the Indianola 
college chapel the other evening, by law students from Des 
Moines and representatives from the literary department. The 
victory was awarded to the former who held the affirmative in 
a discussion very creclitahle to both sides. 
It was a beautiful, bright spring day. He went to the turn-
ing-pole, got on it, fixed himself in a position suital.Jle for a brisk 
application of a riding-whip, fell, got up, told a companion there 
was no danger of rain on the morrow, and when asked why, 
replied: "Because there's so many stars out to-night." 
Of course it was a prep. As he was crossing the stone sill 
at the library entrance he sat himself down with a degree of 
acceleration unparalleled. As he gathered himself together 
and limped away, he uttered something disrespectful concerning 
the" divinity that shapes our ends." 'J'hat prep's spinal col-
mnn is an inch and a half too short at the South end. 
EXCHANGES. 
The Wabash is Jess particular about its form and external 
appearance than about its contents. It speaks of "the four' 
corners of the earth." Where are they situated, and what use 
will they make of the information furnished them from ~ates~ 
'J'he College Message is prompt among our exchanges. 
We notice much in the May number worthy of praise and noth-
ing to censure except a scarcity of locals. A spicy local depart-
ment adds much to the popularity of a college paper. We always 
welcome the Message to our table. 
The Bates Student comes to us in a neat magazine form con-
taining, among other interesting articles, one entitled, "The 
Student among his Books." A three column article on their 
recent rush at Bates, furnishes much for the gossiper. SucJ:i 
affairs scarcely merit so much space in college literature. 
1'he Illini we consider as one of our best exchanges, and' 
the last number fully sustains our previous judgment. It is a· 
wide-awake college paper, giving home news with a bountiful 
prodigality, while also doing justice to the more substantial 
features, which alone can secure stability to a journal. 
'l'he Intelligencer comments on Miss Shepard~ critique on 
"The Doctors Sweet· Heart," which appeared in our last, as 
follows: '"J'he suhject of the critique is a book now popularly 
known. and the lady's analysis of it proved very true." We are 
too modest to notice this praise but for the fact that the cri-
tique bore the date, April 1. 
One of our best exchanges is the Student's Jom·nal, of the 
Illinois W,esleyan University at Bloomington. It is in neat 
form, and contains much interesting literary matter. The 
April number·publishes a summary of the facts and arguments 
tending to show that the fabled Atlantis of olden time was a 
real continent now sunk beneath the sea. 
Prof. ·wynn's Sunday lecture," The Morale of Study" has 
been published by the Wittenberger, in three consecutive pmits, 
the third of which forms the leading article in the May number. 
It also contains an interesting article, by Dr. Sprecher, on "The 
Philosophy of the Unconscious," pointing out the defects in sev-
eral systems of Philosophy, particularly that of Von Hartmon. 
The College News Letter comes to us this month bright and 
fresh. To glance over the columns of this euterprising paper is 
indeed refreshing. 'fhe literary articles are replete with origi-
nality. A short article on the method of study in schools and 
colleges, is very appropriate. The personal and local depart-
ments are especially deserving of praise. We congratulate you 
on your growth and 11ew dress. 
The University Reporter for April comes to us with much 
sound reading matter, all of which seems to be written by the 
students. Another excellent feature is a good personal column. 
,Judging from the tone of the Reporter, the University must be 
in a prosperous condition. There are but few better indexes of 
the character of a college than its own publication. A live 
college paper is now nearly always an outgrowth of the vigor-
ous under-current of thought and sentiment to be found in our 
successful institutions of learning. 
The Oberlin Review, our most regular visitor, ·appears as 
usual, neat in typography and well stored with interesting mate-
rial for thought. The article "Goethe," while in the main 
frank and outspoken, is wanting in justice to that genius,· the 
The editor of a Texas newspaper gives the following figures founder of modern German literature. "The effect of music on 
from a statistical memorandum of his life: Been asked to drink musicians," is also a fine article, although the author waned 
11,3!l2 times; drank 11,392; Requested to retract 416; didn't re- somewhat in the psychological analysis of the rlllation of music 
tract, 416; threatened to be whipped 174; been whipped o; whip- to our moral and intellectual being. But we entertain the hope 
ped the other fellow 4; didn't come to time 170; been asked of soon having the pleasure of perusing the "demonstration," 
what's the news B00,000; told 2:3; didn't know 200,000; lied a- which want of space denied him. We are pleased to notice a 
bout it 9!l,!l77; been to church 2; changed politics 32; expect to good round of criticism on the want of proper attention to 
change still 50; gave to charity $5.00; gave for terrier dog $25.00; I orthography; and without further comment enter our protest 
cash on hand $1.00. against the use of" nusic" as being altogether objectwnable. 
